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REMARKS 

Applicant requests entry of the amendments to the specification shown above. Hiese 
amendmentsaremadetocorrecttypographicalerrorsorprovideproperreferencesanddono^^^^^ 
newmatter. A statement as to the priority ofthe pending application is also provided. Entryofthese 
amendments is respectfiiUy requested. 

Claim27wasamendedtocorrectthetypoeraphicaletrorofnoperiodattheemioftheclaim 
Applicant requests entiy of ttie amendment. 

Claims 6-9, 12, 14. 21. 29, 30. 32 and 36 stand objected to as not being in proper Markush 
format. AppUcanthasamendedthese claims as sageestedbytheExaminer.except for claim6t^^^ 

hasnoMarkusbgro«p.Reconsiderationandvd1hdrawaloftheobjectionisre^^^^^^ 

Claims 3 1 and 33 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
forfailingtoparticularlypointoutand distinctly claim the subjectmatterwhichapphcantreg^ 

the invention. The Examiner points out that claim 27 claims a first and second bipolar plate that 
claims an anodic flowfield in communication with a first bipolar plate and a cathode flowfield m 
communicationwithasecondbipolarplate. (Office Action, p. 2. 1| 4). The Examiner suggests that 
Applicant amend claims 31 and 33 to depend from claim 27 and to recite whxch bipolar plate is 
referred to in each claim. M. Otherwise, the Examiner has detennined that there is no antecedent 
basis for "the bipolarplate" from claim 26. Id. 

In claim 26. Applicant claims an apparatus comprising, inter alia, a bipolar plate separating 
each of the pluraUty of electrolytic cells, each electrolytic cell containing an anodi c flowfield and a 
cathodic flowfield. (Claim 26). Claim 31 further narrows claims 26 by claiming that the anodic 
fluid flowfield claimed inclaim26ismetallurgicallybonded to thebipolarplateclaimedmd 

Likewise, in claim 33, AppUcant claims that the cathodic fluid flowfield claimed in claim 26 is 
bohdedto ihe bipolarplate thatisclaimedinclaim 26. Therefore. AppUcantrespectfiillyas^^^ 

mere is antecedent basis for the "the bipolar plate" fiom claim 26, since claim 26 contains the 
limitation of "a bipolar plate." Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfuUy 
requested. 
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Claims 1-3 atwl 18 stand t^ected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Fumya 
(Japanese PubUcation No. IP 02^54790). F^ya discloses an apparatus for electrolyncally 
synthesizingammonia,Ftm.yadisclosesana,ueouselectn>lyticsoluti^^ 
between thereactive layers oftheclcctrodes, (Furuya Abstract). AppUcant claims, in independent 
claims l.aliquidelectrolytethatisnotanaqueoussolution. (Claim I). 

A prima facie case of anticipation must provide each and every clement of the clamied 
invention ^' A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set . forth in the claim is found, 
either expressly or inherenay described, inasingleprior art refbrence."K.r^^^^^ 

Oil Co of California, 814 F.2d 628. 631 (Fed. Cir. 1987). Because Furuya does not disclose, 
suegestorteachthataUquidelectrolytemaybeusedthattsnotanaqueoussolution.^^ 

disclose each and every limitation claimed by Applicant 

BecauseFun;yadocsnotdiscloseeachandeveTylimitationclaimedbyApplicantincla.mU 

andbecauseclaims2,3andl8dep3ndfromclaiml.ApphcantrespeCtmUyteq«estsreconsid^^^^ 
and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-3 and 18. 

Claims 4-6, 1 3 and 1 5-17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Furuya (Japanese Publication No. JP 02-054790). Claims 6-14 stand rejected mtder 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Fumya (Japanese Publication No. JP 02-054790) in view of 
Hartner et a/. (U.S. Patent No. 3.393.098). Claims 4-17 each depend from claim I. Pursuanttothe 
remartcs. supra. AppUcant has respectfully requested the reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejection of claim 1. Therefore, because claims 4-17 each depend from claim 1. Applicant 
respectfully requests the reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of clamis 4-17. 

Claims 26-36 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fumya 
(Japanese PubUcation No. JP02-054790)in view ofTumer,e/.a/.(U.S.PatentNo.5,584,981). The 

Examiner determined that Fumya taught all the limitations of Applicant's independent claim 26 
except for aplurality of electrolytic cells, for which Turner was cited. (Office Action, p. 7, 1[ 1 1). 
Pursuant to the remarks concerning claim 1 . supra. Applicant has amended claim 26 to mclude the 
limitation of a liquid electrolyte, wherein the liquid electrolyte is not an aqueous solution. (Claim 
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limit«ioiiofAppUeanfictata26. Therefore, 

Ctotasl9.25*mdobj.c.ed«asbeingd.pe«tomupona,q«Kdba.= claim,butwouldb. 
aUo»ablcifre«ri..»inu.d.p»a«,rb™Mato«aUof*eltou»«o,»of*ebasecl^^ 

no» dep^ad ftom a c>ai„ Applican. h» »n«^ed «q»«t«. rec™«d«»on 

withdrawal of the rejection. 

,n conclusioa. Applicant subn.l.s U>a. aU renmning claims in *e pre"" «,pUc.ti<« «. 
^med« allowance .be is«.a„ce of aNottc. „,Anowa,K.ia «n..«ly »lici.«L Sho-ld*. 
E,»ninerdeKnnine.ha...dcphcnein,e™ewwouldexpedi»*=«c«nin«io«ofO«pe^ 

.pplication. *= Examiner is invi^d to telephone the below sign«i attorney. In .be evc« fltere are 
additional eha-ge. in connection witit ti.e 6Ung of to Response, the Co«nm»ioner« hereby 
.«hod«d ,0 ehar^ 4. Deposit Account No. S0-0714/LYNN/0153.A of *. to of *e below- 
Signed attorney in the amount of any necessary fee. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Streets & Steel 




Fraiik J. Campigotto 

Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 48,130 



Streets & Steele 

13831 Northwest Freeway, Suite 355 

Houston, Texas 77040 

(713) 939-9444 

Customer No. 24945 
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